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SPRINGFIELD AND LA
APRIL 1906

A crowd estimated at 6,000 (?) watched a lynch mob
hang and burn three innocent young black men at the
center of the Square in Springfield, Missouri, on Saturday
night and early Easter Sunday morning, 1906.
The victims were Fred Coker, Horace B. Duncan, and
William (Bill) Allen.
AFRICAN-AMERICAN# in Spfd: “Not only did the
percentage drop, from 10% of the population to under
2% in the 1980s; There were fewer blacks in Springfield
in the early 1980s than there were in 1905.”
(Joplin News – 2005).
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There were two kinds of lynchings. At the "orderly" ones, local
bankers and lawyers attended to keep the bloodlust in check.
What that meant is merely that the victim was hanged without
torture. At the wilder scenes, the crowd egged itself on into a
frenzy beyond imagining. Before Sam Hose was doused with oil
and set afire, he had his ears and fingers cut off and the skin
stripped from his face. Jesse Washington, a retarded farm
worker convicted of killing a white woman, was hung by a chain
over a bonfire and repeatedly dipped into the flames.
At their worst, lynchings were episodes of sunlit municipal
sadism. Newspapers announced the time and place in advance.
Excursion trains were organized to move crowds to the scene.
It was the Vicksburg Evening News that reported how Luther
Holbert and his wife were burned to death by a crowd in
Doddsville, Miss., in 1904.The couple were tortured with
corkscrews that pulled out hunks of flesh.Their fingers were cut
off, one by one, and distributed among the crowd as souvenirs.
Mutilated flesh was racism's ultimate trophy.

WHY WOULD
THEY BELIEVE?

It has been a terrible mystery, to know why the good Lord should
so long afflict my people, and keep them in bondage—to be abused,
and trampled down, without any rights of their own—with no ray
of light in the future. Some of my folks said there wasn’t any God,
for if there was, he wouldn’t let white folks do as they do for so
many years.1
Albert J. Raboteau in CLT 123

WHY WOULD
THEY BELIEVE?

Suffering naturally gives rise to doubt.
How can one believe in God in the face of
such horrendous suffering as slavery,
segregation, and the lynching tree? Under
these circumstances, doubt is not a denial
but an integral part of faith. It keeps faith
from being sure of itself. But doubt does
not have the final word.The final word is
faith giving rise to hope.
-James H. Cone

LANGSTON
HUGHES
CHRIST IN
ALABAMA

Christ is a Nigger,
Beaten and black-O, bare your back.

God's His Father-White Master above
Grant us your love.

Mary is His Mother
Mammy of the South,
Silence your Mouth.

Most holy bastard
Of the bleeding
mouth:
Nigger Christ
On the cross of the
South.

Cone presents the reason for African-American hope in the midst of hellacious suffering of the
lynching tree era, by clinging to the cross of Christ. Both the lynching tree and the cross became
symbols that evoked deep emotional responses as a result of such terrible suffering at the hands
of white supremacists.
Music became an outlet and avenue for blacks to affirm their humanity during great pain.
The church provided a way for hope to be found, as the cross is the ultimate symbol of God
defeating the power of sin and death.
Because Jesus suffered on the cross, blacks who suffered knew that God was not distant from the
hanging bodies on the trees, for Christ himself hung on a tree.
The pursuit of justice, for the change of social structures that fostered the notion of white
supremacy and oppressed blacks, was fueled with the fire that came of knowing that Christ was
crucified.

• “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken
from me.Yet not as I will, but as you will.” (Mt 26:39

WHAT DO
THESE WORDS
MEAN?
LISTEN AGAIN.

• “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why
are you so far from saving me,
so far from my cries of anguish?
My God, I cry out by day, but you do not
answer, by night, but I find no rest.” (Ps. 22:1-2)
• “Even though I walk through the darkest valley,I will
fear no evil, for you are with me.” Ps. 23:4)

HEBREWS

• 6:6 They crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh,
and put him to an open shame.

• 13:1-3 Let brotherly love continue. Be not forgetful to
entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares. Remember them that are in bonds,
as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity,
as being yourselves also in the body.

I PETER 2

•

18 Slaves, in

•

22 “He

•

23 When

reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only
to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are
harsh. 19 For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust
suffering because they are conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if
you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for
doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this you
were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you
should follow in his steps.
committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he
suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges
justly. 24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might
die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been
healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned
to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

MORE…
“This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb
before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth.
In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can
speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the
earth.” (Acts 8:32-33)

RESPONSES TO CONE
• THE RECASTING OF THE LYNCHING TREE
• VIOLENCE, POLICING, INCARCERATION, DEATH PENALTY

• SCRIPTURE… (Horizons).
• GRIEF
• ANGER
• REPENTANCE
• INSPIRATION
• Listen. Read. View. African American literature, art, music, testimonies.

